Where's the Art
arning?

American schools have made incredible
gainsthat focus on student learning in art.
Most states have identified art knowledges
and skills students should learn and
thousands of art teachers have redesigned
their curriculum and realigned their
instructional practices. School districts and
universities are working together on new
professional development and continuing
education programs. Y et, there is a dearth
of assessment on art learning in our
classrooms, schools, and states.

In most states, arts assessment is not a state
program or mandate. In 2000, the Council
of Chief State School Officersindicated
five states reported statewide assessment
programs in the arts (45 did not).

An NAEA study of secondary schoolsin 2001 revealed that 19% of the high schools conducted
standardized or district-wide assessmentsin art (81% did not). A National Center of Education
Statistics 2002 report (NCES 2002-131) found that 17% of the elementary schools (82% did
not), and 23% of the secondary schools (77% did not), conducted standardized or district-wide
assessmentsin art. How are we to know if our students are learning?

We need better arts education policies for our children!

SUPPORT IMPROVING ART EDUCATION POLICIES.

Copies of Visual Arts Education: Setting An Agenda For Improving Student Learning
may be downloaded free from the news section at
www.naea-reston.org/news.html.
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